
 

2017 GOLD MEDAL AWARD: 
SUSAN GRANGE 

 
 
The Gold Medal Award is the highest and most prestigious of the EC National Awards, 
and is only awarded when the EC President and executive deem a recipient to have 
met or exceeded criteria in areas such as long and outstanding service as a builder of 
EC and equestrian sport nationally or internationally. 
 
The EC executive was unanimous in declaring Susan Grange as a posthumous 
recipient of the Gold Medal Award for 2017 to recognize and honour her invaluable 
contributions to Canadian equestrian sport and industry. 
 
Susan passed away in October 2017 at the age of 64 following a courage battle with a 
terminal illness, but lives on through her incredible legacy.  
 
After picking up the reins at the age of 12, Susan went on to become a high 
performance jumping athlete, competing internationally. In her 30s she incurred an 
injury that kept her out of the saddle, but led to a new passion for breeding and 
ownership.  
 
That passion ultimately led Susan to found Lothlorien in 1974, which is known today as 
one of the most prestigious breeding and training facilities in North America, with 
locations in Cheltenham, ON and Wellington, FL.  
 
The farm was home to the renowned Cheltenham Gold Cup Horse Show from 1977 to 

 



 

1989, which hosted an FEI World Cup Qualifier. In addition, it housed the training 
operations for some of Canada’s top show jumping names over the years, including 
Terrance Millar, Mac Cone and Beth Underhill, before becoming a fully private facility in 
order to focus solely on breeding, training and campaigning world-class horses. 
 
Through her incredible hard work and expertise, Susan earned Lothlorien international 
respect and recognition while juggling two farms, many horses and a growing family. 
Throughout her career, Susan was passionate and dedicated to being hands-on in the 
day-to-day management of the farms and horses, and the results speak for themselves, 
with Lothlorien horses racking up top results on the world stage. 
 
A strong supporter of the Canadian Equestrian Team through horse ownership, Susan 
had a longstanding partnership with ‘Captain Canada’ Ian Millar. Paired with the late In 
Style (Acord II x Lord), Ian helped the Canadian Show Jumping Team take the Silver 
Medal at the 2008 Beijing Olympics.  
 
Susan also supplied Ian with his current top mount, Dixson (Vigo D'arsouilles x Olisco), 
a 2003 Belgian Warmblood gelding. In 2014, the pair won the $1.4 million CP 
International Grand Prix at the Spruce Meadows ‘Masters’ Tournament, then went on to 
contribute to Canada’s Team Gold Medal at the 2015 Pan American Games. Dixson 
required back-to-back sinus surgeries in 2016, which unfortunately kept the pair out of 
the Rio Olympics, but through Susan’s conscientious care and management, Ian and 
Dixson have since returned to the top level of the sport. 
 
As the current main rider for Lothlorien, Daniel Coyle of Ireland has also been achieving 
success at prestigious venues in North American and Europe with a large string of top 
quality Lothlorien horses, including Martha Louise, Fortis Fortuna, Cita, Tienna, Farona, 
Quintin, Grafton and Dillinger. 
 
Susan also had a major impact on Standardbred racing in Canada. In 2005, she was 
inspired by her mother, Audrey Campbell, to expand her equestrian interests to include 
harness racing. In partnership with Audrey, she purchased broodmares, Belovedangel, 
Please Me Please and KiKiKatie to breed to the famous pacing sire, Rocknroll Hanover. 
In addition, Lothlorien’s own stallion, Well Said, had a momentous season in 2009, 
winning many titles, including the Pepsi North America Cup and the Meadowlands 
Pace, resulting in the title of 3-Year-Old North American Pacer of the Year. 
 
In light of Susan’s extraordinary impact on the Canadian equestrian landscape, the EC 
executive is honoured to include her among EC’s Gold Medal Award recipients. 
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