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The Horse of the Year Award was created in 2018 to recognize a horse that has had an 
exceptional performance year. And what a year it was for the 2019 recipient, Laurencio. 
 
The 2007 Oldenburg gelding (Laurentio x Donnerhall) was purchased by Canadian Dressage 
Team athletes, Tina and Jaimey Irwin of Stouffville, ON, as a young dressage prospect nearly 
nine years ago. In that time, Tina meticulously brought Laurencio along up the ranks, first 
reaching the FEI level in 2016. It proved to be a standout debut year, with the duo winning an 
incredible nine consecutive small tour classes. By 2017, Tina and Laurencio had even set a new 
world record small tour score after earning 78.708% in the Intermediate I Freestyle at the 
Adequan Global Dressage Festival (AGDF) in Wellington, FL. 
 
Tina moved Laurencio up to the big tour in 2018, where they steadily grew more experienced 
and consistent with each outing. However, in 2019, with the Pan American Games in Lima, PER, 
on the horizon – and with them the chance to earn Canada’s berth to the Tokyo Olympics – Tina 
made the decision to bring Laurencio back down to the small tour. This would prove to be a life-
altering decision that led all the way to podium. 
 
With the goal of being selected for Lima 2019 and helping the Canadian Dressage Team attain 
their Olympic dreams, Tina made a triumphant return to the small tour in early 2019 at the 



 
AGDF series, getting back into the winner’s circle at their very first outing. They capped off the 
Florida season with a hat trick in the CDIO 3* Nations Cup that helped the team take second, 
before heading back across the border to pick up one more win at the CDI 3* Ottawa Dressage 
Festival and lock down their spot on the team for Lima 2019. 
 
Despite experiencing his first major games, Laurencio took the atmosphere in stride in Lima, and 
not only met, but exceeded expectations, leading the Canadian Dressage Team to their first gold 
medal at the Pan Am Games in 28 years. Tina and Laurencio posted the team’s highest scores in 
the two-day team competition, earning 73.735% and 73.853%, respectively, allowing Canada to 
overtake the strong American team and land at the top of the podium. 
 
With the Tokyo qualification locked down, Tina and Laurencio turned their attention to dancing 
down centreline for individual honours in the Intermediate I Freestyle. Performing to fully 
customized, Canadian-produced music and intricate choreography, the live display of marks for 
individual movements showed that Tina and Laurencio were well on their way to gold up until 
the very end of the test. Misinterpreting a cue, Laurencio momentarily reverted to a big tour 
movement prior to the final halt and salute. This brought their final score to 77.780%, a shade off 
the mark of 78.980% earned by Sarah Lockman and First Apple of the United States – but earned 
Tina and Laurencio an impressive individual silver medal. 
 
Lima 2019 would prove to be an epic finale in the tale of Tina and Laurencio. In early 2020, 
Tina and Jaimey made the difficult decision to sell Laurencio to an up-and-coming athlete. While 
he will be greatly missed by the Canadian Dressage Team, he leaves behind a remarkable legacy 
and his experience and talent will have an incredible impact on the development of his new rider. 
 
Equestrian Canada (EC) wishes Laurencio all the best on his new career path and is thrilled to 
celebrate his incredible contributions to the Canadian Dressage Team with the Horse of the Year 
title. EC also congratulates the entire team behind Laurencio and Tina’s banner 2019 season. 


