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The recipient of both the Equestrian of the Year and Junior Equestrian of the Year Award for 
2018 is Sam Walker, 17, of Nobleton, ON, who is the first in the history of the EC National 
Awards program to be presented with both titles within the same year. 
 
Founded in 1995, the Equestrian of the Year Award honours Dr. George Jacobsen, and is given 
to an equestrian athlete who has achieved extraordinary results in equestrian competition in the 
current award year while acting as an exceptional role model and demonstrating true 
sportsmanship and dedication to vision and mission of Equestrian Canada (EC). 
 
The Junior Equestrian of the Year Award, founded in 1993, is given to a junior who has excelled 
in equestrian competition in the current award year while demonstrating exceptional talent, 
horsemanship and dedication to equestrian sport, as well as the vision and mission of EC. The 
award is given in honour of Gillian Wilson, who served as technical director of the Canadian 
Equestrian Federation for more than 15 years. 
 
This double honour was placed on Sam in light of his incredible end to the 2018 season. In 
November, Sam made history as only the fourth Canadian to win the prestigious ASPCA Maclay 
National Championship, joining an elite list of Canadian Show Jumping Team Members, Brian 
Walker (2001), Erynn Ballard (1998), and Laura Tidball-Balisky (1980). 



 

 

 
Just a few days later, Sam won his second major North American equitation title after claiming 
the Running Fox CET Medal National Final on Nov. 8 at the Royal Horse Show in Toronto, ON. 
No stranger to equitation success, Sam also won the 2017 Jump Canada Medal, and finished as 
the 2018 Reserve Champion. 
 
Earlier in the season, Sam represented the maple leaf during the FEI North American Youth 
Championships (NAYC) in North Salem, NY. There, he helped the Canadian Junior Jumping 
Team to a hard-fought bronze medal. The team was sitting precariously in fourth place after the 
first round of competition, but as the anchor rider, Sam rose to the challenge in the second round 
to clinch the bronze medal after a clear round aboard Coralissa.  
 
However, Sam wasn’t just successful against his teenage peers in 2018. After winning his first-
ever FEI class during the 1.30m in Deauville, FRA and making his grand prix debut in 2017, 
Sam came into his own at the 1.45-1.50m level in 2018, earning top-three placings at the 
Angelstone and Caledon Equestrian Park Tournaments in Ontario with Acardi du Houssoit Z.  
 
A multi-talented athlete, Sam is not only successful in equitation and jumping, but hunter as 
well, regularly competing against top professional hunter riders in the Canadian Hunter Derby 
Series. His 2018 highlights included winning the $5,000 Canadian Hunter Derby with Miracle at 
Angelstone in August and coming second in the $10,000 Ottawa National Hunter Derby in July 
aboard Houdini. 
 
Having ridden since early childhood, Sam is known for his passion for the sport. A true 
horseman, his dedication extends beyond riding, and he loves to simply be in the barn, whether 
taking care of his horses, cleaning tack or helping other students. He is a long-time working 
student of the renowned American coach, Missy Clark, who describes his horsemanship as 
exemplary, and lauds his inexhaustible willingness to help. 
 
EC congratulates Sam on his incredible achievements during the 2018 season, and commends 
not only his success in the ring, but his true dedication to the horse and the sport as a whole. 

 


