
 

 2017 EQUESTRIAN OF THE YEAR – THE 
DR. GEORGE JACOBSON TROPHY: 

SELENA O’HANLON 

 
 
Founded in 1995, the Equestrian of the Year Award honours Dr. George Jacobsen, and 
is given to an equestrian athlete who has achieved extraordinary results in equestrian 
competition in the current award year while acting as an exceptional role model and 
demonstrating true sportsmanship and dedication to vision and mission of EC. 
 
The recipient for 2017 is Selena O’Hanlon of Kingston, ON, who is receiving the honour 
for the second time in her career, having also been recognized in 2010 when the award 
was presented to Canada’s Silver Medalist Eventing Team from the 2010 FEI World 
Equestrian Games. 
 
Selena had a standout season in 2017 with her veteran partner, Foxwood High 
(affectionately known as “Woody”), a 15-year-old Canadian Sport Horse gelding sired 
by Rio Bronco W and owned by John and Judy Rumble. 
 
Success came straight away at the start of the spring season, when Selena traveled to 
the iconic Rolex Kentucky Three-Day Event (RK3DE), held in April in Lexington, KY. As 
one of a handful of CCI 4* events in existence, and the only one hosted in North 
America, RK3DE attracts the very best in the world to face off against each other and 
the famously challenging cross-country course. 

 



 

 
However, the RK3DE was no match for Selena and Woody, who are known for their 
consistently strong cross-country performances. They were in rare company after 
incurring no jumping faults and just 10.8 time penalties to climb from their dressage 
position of 27th all the way up to 12th after cross-country. A strong show jumping round 
saw them finish in 11th place, just 1.5 penalties away from cracking the top 10 – a feat 
that hadn’t been achieved by a Canadian since 2010, when Selena was one of four 
Canucks in the top 10, placing eighth aboard Colombo.  
 
From there, Selena went on to represent the Canadian Eventing Team at the CICO 3* 
FEI Nations’ Cup™ Eventing, held at the Great Meadow International in The Plains, VA 
in July. She and Woody led Canada to a second place podium finish with the distinction 
of racking up one of only three double-clear cross-country rounds out of 32 starters.  
 
However, it was in the fall of 2017 when Selena really started to shine. After buckling 
down and focusing on improving her dressage and show jumping performances – with 
the help of Canadian Dressage Olympian Christilot Boylen and the Millar family of show 
jumping fame – her hard work paid off in September at the Plantation Field International 
Horse Trials in Unionville, PA. Selena rode Woody to third place against a stacked field 
of international competitors, and finished just 2.5 penalties off the lead. 
 
The pinnacle of Selena’s season came the very next month in Elkton, MD when she 
made history as the first Canadian to win the CCI 3* Fair Hill International since its 
inception in 1989. Selena and Woody laid down personal best performances in each of 
the three phases, including a standout score of 39.4 penalties in dressage for an early 
lead, to finish on an impressive score of 44.00 penalties. 
 
Due to Selena’s masterful riding all season, Woody was named the United States 
Eventing Association (USEA) Advanced Horse of the Year, and became the runner-up 
for the overall USEA Horse of the Year title by a margin of just three points. 
 
EC congratulates Selena on her incredible success in 2017 and commends her for 
representing the Canadian Equestrian Team at the highest level of sport with poise, 
positivity and determination. 
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