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In memory of Susan Jane Anstey, and in recognition of her invaluable contributions to Canadian 
equine interests, Equestrian Canada (EC) presents the Susan Jane Anstey Trophy to an 
exceptional individual or corporate entity who has delivered outstanding media coverage that 
served to enhance the image of Canadian equine interests to the Canadian public. 
 
Carley Sparks of Toronto, ON is the recipient for 2018 in recognition of her innovative approach 
to promoting equestrian sport and industry in Canada. Carley has meticulously helped build 
Horse Network, a wholly owned subsidiary of Wrigley Media Group, into one of the leading 
online horse publications in North America. 
 
Utilizing her unique style of writing, Carley generates light-hearted content that is easily 
digestible for everyone, including those not familiar with complex horse terminology. She is 
renowned for working with riders to tell their stories in an engaging and informative way that has 
allowed her to build a significant following. Athletes appreciate Carley’s ability to present them 
in a positive and fun light that contributes to their brand and ability to engage their fans. 
 
Examples of her outstanding body of work in 2018 include a profile that highlights the uniquely 
Canadian camaraderie between competition hosts, and an insightful article on Amy Millar that 
provides an equestrian athlete’s take on balancing career and family. 
  
In addition to covering news and human/horse interest stories, Carley has used Horse Network as 
a platform to greatly enhance accessibility to the sport of show jumping. By taking an innovative 
approach to covering competitions through Facebook livestream, she has allowed fans to follow 
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Canadian athletes from anywhere and watch performances that were previously only available to 
those physically on the competition grounds. This effort has also greatly enhanced the exposure 
of smaller show jumping venues that face challenges in attracting public broadcasters or 
financing their own livestream service. 
 
Outside of her own writing pursuits and efforts in promoting Canadian equestrians, Carley has 
also played a critical role in providing young writers with a platform to share their work. Horse 
Network encourages individuals with an interest in writing to submit their work for the chance of 
publication. This has allowed many amateur freelance authors to access an equestrian-specific 
audience that would not be attainable without her platform. She provides mentorship to these 
young authors and has encouraged many individuals to become active in covering various 
aspects of Canadian equestrian life. 
 
EC is thrilled to recognize Carley Sparks with the 2018 Media Award for her multi-faced success 
in promoting the Canadian equestrian community, growing the equestrian fan base, and 
supporting up-and-coming writers. 


